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(for Consideration by the Board)

THI PLIOBLITI

To estimte the military, economic ond solentific

acarotions to the US.R resulting from the acquisition of

Western Buropel during the first two years of Sovlet occupation.

of the USSR and Vestern Durope and seversly curtails coustol ahﬂ.m}):lzzgo‘2

ASSULPTIONS

1. Effective 11lied blockode inteirdiets overscus trode
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Continental Durope west of the Irom Curt:dnm, including
Finland, Swedsn, lorwey, Deamark, fustria, Went Gerueny,
Switzerland, Itely, Yugoslovia, Irance, Spain, Portugnl, -

The lletherlends, Belgium, Luxcmbourg, but excluding she UK

and all colonlal pomsessions of the VWestern Buropean sountrieca,

. Exoept for blockade, no allowance is mde for the effects

of militery action, including uny scorched-earth mensures
or sabotsge that might be undortoken in anticipation of
or in conjunction with the vithdruwal of A11ied foress.
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| 2. The USSR will be engaged in larpe-scale air and
naval war with the US, and there will be no major ground

operantiona,

3, The USSR will not systemntically strip the Western
Buropean economy and will attempt to make optimm allocation
of searce fuels, materials, equipment, nanpower ond sclentific
and technlienl personnel throughout Soviet-controlled areas,

CONCLUSIONS

l; Communist ncquisition of continental Western Burope,
with its industrial equipment substantially imtact, would
approximately double the over-all eccnomie potertiol of the
Soviet Bloe, It would particulavly increuse Bloo production
ecapacity in électronieaj michine tools, crude steel, primy
‘alumimm, lead, basia chmiu:lla, and elestric power.

2. This additional coomomic pobential ocould mot in two
years be 80 exploitsd by the USSR as to double the Bloc's
sconomic output, beccuse of problems of administration,
converasion and intesration, and becouse of eertoin shortogos
vhich would oxist in Soviet Durasic, especinlly of oil, food,
‘eopper, tin, and tvangportation,

3, Ue believe, howover, that the additional esonomle
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Blos military strength, especicl'y in the field of machine
tools and other machinery, opticol and precision instruments,
militory and shormiceutical chomiesls, and electronic equipment.

4. Occupation of llestern Europe would also nrovide the
USSR with strategic advnntages, the principal ones bedng con-
trél of the major land approach to the USSR, greater defcnme
in .depth agninst air attacks directed against the USUR, and
greatly ineroased potential for lounching air and nawal
attacks against (1lied shipping, as well as against the UK
and the US continent,

5. It is unlikely, however, that the USSL by the erd of
the firat two years of ocoupation could fully exploit fho
notential of;tmive mi‘.l.‘!.-ta;ry advantages of control over
Western Eurcpe. The pringipal 1imit:tions would be the
noed to gllocoate substantinl Veatorn Durepean and Soviet
resources to defcnsé and in'tm'ﬁal scourity forces and the
longth of time required for u-aining Western Burcpean manpower
for effective employment in offensive militay operations

‘under Soviet command,

6, The principal sclentific gains to the USSR from on
oceuraation of Western Lurope would be in the services of
outstanding coptured scientists as well as in the use of
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sclentifio £-ollities and inst-1lotions, motably precision
ipstruments and oquipmenf facilities, high power radio
stations for jaming purposes, telesomumicaticns systems,
weather atations, and electronic mavigntional systens,

7. Ourrent research and deﬁlopment. projects under
way in Vestern [urope, howovoi, would probably not become
a mujor factor in Soviet teschnology in the first two years
of ococupation in view of the time roguired between completed
sclentific research and technological application, Soviet
sxploitation of Western Burcpe's sclentifis and wchoienl
persomnel would require skillful handling and would be
comnlicated by langunge barriers, reaiétanoe to ooccupyling

forces, subotags, ete,
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